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Fasy green




m ADDRESS: 100 Riverb[u’r_f Circle
®m NEIGHBORHOOD: Woolen Mills
B ASKING: $575,000

PHOTOS BY BREVY CANNON

m 2005 CITY ASSESSMENT: /and: $75,000;
- structure unknown (structure incomplete)

= YEAR BUILT: 2005

m SIZE: 3,266 fin. sq. ft.

B LAND: 0.13 acres

® CURB APPEAL: 10 out of 10

m LISTED BY: Laura Winn Smith of Pace Real Estate Associates, 817-7223

ALTHOUGH Kermit the frog
lamented that it isn't easy being green,
this house may show how relatively effort-
less it can be. Among numerous eco-
friendly features, the architect chose only
those “green” options that are affordable
enough to keep the cost in line with non-
green construction of roughly the same
size and quality. In fact, the architect
designed the house with exactly that goal
in mind, to create an example for local
builders and buyers of how green they can
be without significant added expense.
Taking into account that adjacent com-
parable lots are selling for about
$120,000, this house costs roughly
$450,000, or about $138 per square foot—
pretty good in this housing market. And
the convenient location on a hillside just
above a bend in the Rivanna River pro-
vides views of a forest, greenery, and twin-
kles of the river, thanks to the Riverbluff
development plan that left much of the

20-acre site undeveloped by clustering the
22 lots close together.

Situating the houses about 20 feet apart
encourages casual contact with neighbors,
lessens the environmental impact on the site,
and improves the views from every house.

With 10+ years of experience in sustain-
able architecture and planning, architect
Richard Price has been teaching courses
at UVA on the topic for the past five
years, in addition to having been the
director of community design for eco-
luminary William McDonough’s architec-
ture firm that does “green” projects world-
wide. That experience shows in the ambi-
tious design of this house, one of three
models in the development.

Price’s description of the style as “sin-
gle-family loft” aptly evokes the high ceil-
ings, wide open spaces, and abundant day-
light (and passive solar heat) that pours
through the low-E windows. The sense of
space is further magnified by the light col-









